
1Sam. 3:1   fNow the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the presence of Eli. gAnd the word of the LORD  
 
was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision  2 At that time Eli, hwhose eyesight had begun to grow dim  
 
so that he could not see, was lying down in his own place. 3 iThe lamp of God had not yet gone out, and  
 
Samuel was lying down jin the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel,  
 
and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie  
 
down again.” So he went and lay down. 6 And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to  
 
Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel  
 
did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8 And the LORD  
 
called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then  
 
Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls  
 
you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 And  
 
the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your  
 
servant hears.” 11 Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel kat which the two  
 
ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli lall that I have spoken concerning  
 
his house, from beginning to end. 13 lAnd I declare to him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the  
 
iniquity that he knew, mbecause his sons were blaspheming God,1 nand he did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I  
 
swear to the house of Eli othat the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.”15  
 
Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. And Samuel was afraid to tell  
 
the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I am.” 17 And Eli said,  
 
“What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me.pMay God do so to you and more also if you hide anything  
 
from me of all that he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. And he said, q“It is  
 
the LORD. Let him do what seems good to him.”19 rAnd Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him sand let  
 
none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel tfrom Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established  
 
as a prophet of the LORD. 21 And the LORD appeared again at Shiloh, for the LORD revealed himself to Samuel  
 
uat Shiloh vby the word of the LORD. 
 
 



1 Samuel: Introduction 
Tyndale Commentary, Joyce G Baldwin 
 

Three characters dominate the books of Samuel: the prophet Samuel; Saul, who became 
Israel’s first king; and above all David, the greatest and best loved of all who reigned in Jerusalem. 
The very sequence points to one of the main themes of the book, which is the transition from 
theocracy to monarchy. Under the theocracy, God by his Spirit designated human leaders as and 
when they were needed, whereas after the establishment of a dynastic monarchy a successor to 
the throne was already designated from among the king’s sons. To Israel, this development 
seemed altogether desirable: a king would regulate Israel’s life according to some agreed policy in 
place of the piecemeal action of individual tribes, and having organized the machinery of state 
and trained a standing army he would enable Israel to defeat the aggressive neighbours who 
plundered their crops and threatened to occupy Israel’s land. In the face of strong popular 
demand for a king opposition finally gave way, and the account of Israel’s circumstances at the 
time, together with the interaction of conflicting opinions and the successes and failures of the 
three leaders, make up the subject matter of the books of Samuel. 
	
	

1 Samuel: Date, authorship and purpose 
New Bible Commentary, D.F. Payne 
	

 The name Samuel in the title refers to the first major character in the books but he was not 
the author; his death is recorded as early as 1 Sa. 25:1. The author is unknown but he cannot have 
been writing earlier than the death of Solomon, towards the end of the tenth century BC, since 1 
Sa. 27:6 shows knowledge of the divided monarchy. It is generally agreed that the books of 
Samuel were not written by themselves but were part of the whole sequence of books beginning 
with Joshua and ending with Kings. If so, the author of this whole historical work was writing at 
the time of the Babylonian exile (sixth century BC). Some verses, such as 1 Sa. 9:9 and 2 Sa. 
13:18, suggest that the writer lived long after the events he records. However, the author made 
use of many ancient and authentic source documents, one of which is mentioned by name (2 Sa. 
1:18). 
 In exploring the biblical author’s purpose, therefore, we have to consider the purpose of 
Joshua–Judges–Samuel–Kings as a whole. These books cover the history of Israel from the time of 
the conquest of Canaan until the exile. It was a period of victory, success, decline and fall. Above 
all, the author wanted to demonstrate God’s hand and God’s purposes in all these historical 
events. In particular, these books are a commentary on kingship, an institution which ultimately 
failed, and yet which laid the basis for the Messianic hope. In this broader context, the books of 
Samuel deal with Israel’s first two kings, Saul and David. David was Israel’s greatest king, and his 
notable achievements are described in detail. Yet he was far from perfect, and his reign was by no 
means trouble–free. The books of Samuel explain the two sides of this picture, and show how God 
overruled in the history of Israel by interacting with David and other important individuals. The 
message is a call to repentance, as God’s people suffered for their past sins at the time of the 
exile. It is also a call to faith, with its reminders about God’s election of Israel, his provision for his 
people in every age, his faithfulness to them, and his promise of a coming King.	


